EPISODES   OP   THE   QBE AT   WAR         [1916

campaign entered upon a new stage, new alike in
strategical and tactical problems. From Thiepval
to Chaulnes the enemy was in improvised positions.
The day of manoeuvre battles had not come, but in
that section the rigidity of the old trench warfare
had vanished. Haig's aim was to push eastward till
he secured a good defensive position, and then turn
north against the flank and rear of the German
positions beyond the Ancre. It looked as if he were
soon to attain the first half of his purpose.
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In the early days of September the Allied Com-
mand had evidence that the enemy was in no very
happy condition. The loss of Ginchy and Guille-
mont had enabled the British to come into line with
the left wing of Fayolle's great advance, while the
fall of certain vital positions on the Thiepval ridge
gave us observation over a great space of country
and threatened Thiepval, which was the pivot of all
the German defence in the northern section of the
battle-ground. The Allied front north of the Somme
had the river as a defensive flank on its right, and
might presently have the Ancre to fill the same part
on its left. Hence the situation was ripe for a further
thrust which, if successful, might give our advance
a new orientation. If the German third line could
be carried, it might be possible to strike out on the
flanks, repeating on a far greater scale the practice
already followed. Bapaume itself was not the objec-
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